Research Proposal for Admission into Doctoral Programme 
Innovation Governance, Law & Communication

This form must be submitted as part of the application process. The proposal should demonstrate an interdisciplinary research vision across law, communication, and innovation/management domains, while allowing for a primary disciplinary orientation.

1. Working Title of Research Proposal
A concise, informative title (max. 20 words).

2. Primary Research Thematic Orientation
Please indicate your primary field of orientation (choose one):
☐ Law
☐ Communication
☐ Innovation / Management

Note: Your project must demonstrate meaningful engagement with all three fields. Proposals that address only a single domain will be considered ineligible.

2. Abstract (max 300 words)

A concise summary of your proposed research, including the central problem, objectives, methodology, interdisciplinary dimensions, and expected contributions.

3. Research Problem and Background (approx. 1.5–2 pages)

· Define the core research problem.
· Situate the topic in its regulatory, communicative, and innovation-related context.
· Explain why this problem matters academically, practically, or policy-wise.
· Justify why an interdisciplinary perspective is essential.

4. Objectives and Research Questions (approx. 1 page)

· Clearly state the main research aim and sub-objectives.
· Formulate 2–4 main research questions.
· For each question, indicate its relation to one or more programme fields (law, communication, innovation/management).

5. Theoretical and Conceptual Framework (approx. 1.5 pages)

· Discuss key theoretical approaches or models from each relevant field.
· Reflect on how they intersect, complement, or conflict.
· Mention if you will develop new interdisciplinary concepts or apply existing ones in new contexts.

6. Methodology and Data (approx. 1.5 pages)

· Describe the chosen methodology or combination of methods (qualitative, quantitative, mixed).
· Explain how interdisciplinarity is reflected in your methods 
· Identify potential data sources and assess feasibility, access, and limitations.
· Mention ethical considerations, especially in data-sensitive or regulated environments.

7. Interdisciplinary Integration and Programme Relevance (approx. 1 page)

· Describe how your project integrates the perspectives and tools of law, communication, and innovation governance.
· Clearly demonstrate how your proposal aligns with the goals and thematic priorities of the Innovation Governance, Law & Communication doctoral programme. Demonstrate awareness of broader innovation, regulatory, and governance contexts.

8. Expected Contributions and Impact (approx. 1 page)

· Detail the anticipated academic, practical, or policy contributions.
· Indicate potential stakeholders, fields, or institutions that may benefit from your results.

9. Bibliography / References (APA or APS style)

· Include a well-balanced list of at least 10–15 academic and policy sources.
· Show familiarity with literature from all three domains.

Submission Notes:

· Length: Around 10 pages of core text (~4,000–4,500 words), not including references or annexes.
· Format: PDF or DOCX, 1.5 spacing, 11–12pt font, clear section headings.
· Language: English



